
PLEASANT VALLEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bettendorf, LeClaire, Riverdale 

  
UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

  
BOARD OF EDUCATION, REGULAR MEETING, BELMONT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 
Monday, September 27, 2010 – 7:00 P.M. C.D.S.T. 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
              
Regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Dayman. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Huegel, Paulsen.  Absent:  Dohmen and Witters. 
  
Also Present:  Jim Spelhaug, Stephanie Judkins, Mike Clingingsmith, Christine Harvey, George, Harry and 
Susan Coin, Nicholas, Steve and Linda DeLessio, Mary Cassada,  Anne, Joseph and Carolyn Martin, Taylor, 
Maurice and Katherine Truster, Jacob, Douglas and Sherri Britz, Jori, Joseph and Jennifer Colarusso, Elizabeth, 
John and Eileen Hickman, Ryan Kelly, Robert Kelly and Kathleen Keyes, Stephanie Yank, Xinzhan Yang and 
Suxia Wang, Barbara Skjei, Glen Naber, Joe Ambrose, Shawn Rice, Mike Zimmer, Myra Morley and others. 
  
AGENDA APPROVED:  Motion by Bullock, second by Huegel to approve the agenda as presented.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
COMMUNICATIONS:  President Dayman welcomed visitors to the meeting.  Myra Morley presented her 
concerns relative to an existing bus stop for students at the Valleywynds addition and offered her suggestions 
for improvement.   
  
Dr. Spelhaug provided a road construction update.  Access to the Belmont Administration Center has 
transitioned to the entrance to the Scott Community College from Highway 67.   No access is available from 
Belmont Road until further notice. 
  
PVCHS Principal, Mike Zimmer, presented the following National Merit Society Commended students and 
their parents for recognition by the Board:  George Coin, son of Harry and Susan Coin, Nicholas DeLessio, son 
of Steve and Linda DeLessio, Anne Martin, daughter of Joseph and Carolyn Martin, and Taylor Truster, son of 
Maurice and Katherine Truster. 
  
He also introduced the National Merit Society Semi-Finalists:  Jacob Britz, son of Douglas and Sherri Britz, 
Jori Colarusso, daughter of Joseph and Jennifer Colarusso, Elizabeth Hickman, daughter of John and Eileen 
Hickman, Ryan Kelly, son of Robert Kelly and Kathleen Keyes, and Stephanie Yank, Daughter of Xinzhan 
Yang and Suxia Wang.   
Nathan Kuhn, son of Dan and Cindy Kuhn and Laura Quast, daughter of Dana Quast were not able to be 
present. 
  
Dr. Spelhaug, on behalf of the Board, faculty, staff and community, congratulated the students and their 
families on this outstanding academic achievement. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA:    Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that the consent agenda be approved as 
presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda consists of:   the approval of the minutes of the 
September 13 regular meeting; the resignation of Maike DeMaria as a special ed aide at Riverdale Heights, the 
increase in Gina Laughlin’s Letter of Assignment as a food service head cook from 6.75 to 8 hours per day and 
five open enrollment in applications– all from Bettendorf schools. 
  
EXPENSES APPROVED:  Motion by Huegel, second by Paulsen that General Fund warrants be issued in the 
total amount of $189,151.34 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Archer, second by Bullock that Nutrition Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of $61,717.95 
in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 



  
Motion by Paulsen, second by Huegel that Elementary/Junior High Activity Fund warrants be issued in the total 
amount of $1,321.82 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that High School Activity Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of 
$28,313.88 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Huegel, second by Bullock that PPEL Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of $78,331.13 in 
payment of the invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Paulsen, second by Archer that Capital Projects Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of 
$100,322.31 in payment of the invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Huegel that Trust Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of $477.70 in 
payment of the invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
LECLAIRE TIF DISCUSSION:  The Board reached consensus that it has made its position regarding the 
LeClaire TIF issue clear and has communicated that position to patrons.  The Board will not take any position 
relative to the upcoming referendum.  Dr. Spelhaug has had a conversation with State Senator Shawn 
Hamerlinck and Representative Linda Miller relative to legislative solutions.  Both will be 
seeking a change in the law that would give other taxing bodies, like school districts and 
counties, a real voice in the TIF approval process. 
  
STADIUM RENOVATION AND JUNIOR HIGH TRACK PROJECT UPDATES:  Dr. Spelhaug reported 
that the junior high track is done and is open for use by citizens via the 24/7 gates on the east side of the 
building. 
  
Fund raising efforts for the Stadium Renovation project Phase I and Phase II (Summer of 2011) continue and 
are a critical piece of the overall project.  Additional information regarding the Spartan Stadium fundraising 
campaign is available at www.pleasval.k12.ia.us .  Click on PV Stadium Renovation. 
  
Dr. Spelhaug also reported that the district has received a proposal from another architectural firm for Phase II of 
the stadium project for the district’s consideration. 
  
Director Witters arrived at 7:56 p.m. 
  
ISL (INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT LEVY) DISCUSSION:  The district’s ISL (Instructional Support Levy) is 
set to expire at the end of the 2011-12 fiscal year (June 30, 2012).  The Board continued its discussion of the 
timeline for renewing the ISL for the period beyond June 30, 2012.  There are two ways that it could be extended.  It 
can be extended with board approval for up to five years or it can be extended with voter approval for up to ten 
years.  The board discussed the cost of extending the levy with voter approval versus extending it with board 
approval for five years.  As the board considered the board approval option, they wanted to make sure citizens were 
fully informed if this option is selected.  A draft information letter that would be sent to all district residents will be 
reviewed at the next meeting. 
  
The Instructional Support Levy provides approximately $1,375,000 in funding for the general fund.  Programs such 
as Orchestra, all day kindergarten, 5th year of world languages, elementary science, increased Advanced Placement 
(AP) offerings at PVCHS, and class size reduction are supported by this funding.  Continuation of ISL does not 
represent a new or higher levy.  It is a renewal of the current levy. 
  
This topic will be on the October 11 agenda. 
  
REVIEW OF 2009-2010 AT-RISK PROGRAM:  The Pleasant Valley School District provides a continuum of 
support to advance the academic achievement and overall development of all students.  This support includes 
alternative educational opportunities of “at risk” programming.  Stephanie Judkins, Curriculum Coordinator, 
reviewed a report evaluating the services for the 2009-2010 school year and compared the most recent data with the 



previous year’s information.  Several of the district’s service providers: Barbara Skjei, counselor at Riverdale 
Heights, Glen Naber, At-Risk teacher at PVJH, Joe Ambrose, At-Risk teacher at PVCHS and Shawn Rice, Edison 
Academy teacher, described their respective services and what they believe to be most impactful .  They also had 
suggestions for what the district needs to do to continue to be responsive to the needs of these students. 
  
The Board expressed its appreciation for the work of these faculty members. 
  
PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF 2011-2012 SCHOOL CALENDAR:  The Board discussed the variables 
involved with either starting the 2011-2012 school year in the pattern that has been followed in the past several 
years (which would mean the start date for students would be Wednesday, August 10, 2011) or pushing it to a 
week later, (Wednesday, August 17, 2011). 
The key issues are:  does the district want to continue a mid-week start; is it willing to either have a shorter first 
semester or move finals until after Christmas break at the high school; does it believe the quality of learning is 
better in August than in late May/early June?  More discussion and input will be sought and the item will be on 
the October 11 agenda for continued discussion. 
  
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Mr. Clingingsmith presented the monthly financial reports for 
August, 2010.  Through August, general fund revenue totaled $597,356 and expenses totaled $1,477,560.  The 
fund balance in the General Fund at August 31, 2010 was $490,423.  He also presented reports on the 
Management, PPEL, Capital Projects, Debt Service, Nutrition, Internal Service, and Activity Funds.  There 
were no significant variances from projections in the August financial reports.  
  
Motion by Witters, second by Bullock that the board accept the monthly financial reports for August as 
presented.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Witters, Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Huegel, Paulsen.  Nays – 
none.  Motion carried. 
  
MEETING ADJOURNED:  The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
  
FUTURE DATES 
Monday, October 11, 2010 – Regular Board Meeting – 5:15 p.m.  
  
  
  

  
OPEN ENROLLMENT 

  
Open Enrollment is the process by which a parent or guardian residing in an Iowa school district may 
enroll their child into a public school district other than the one in which they reside.  The deadline for 
filing an Open Enrollment Application for students in grades 1-12 is March 1st prior to the school year of 
requested attendance.  The deadline for filing an open enrollment request for an incoming kindergarten 
child is September 1st of the year open enrollment is first requested.  For more information on Open 
Enrollment, please visit the district website at www.pleasval.k12.ia.us, email or call Kelly Hatler, 
hatlerk@pleasval.k12.ia.us at the Administration Center at (563)332-5550. 
  
 


